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Centennial Week Program
Sunday, April 26, 19656 — 10:00 Service  Dr. Glenn M, Frye, speaie,

Tuesday, April 27, 1966 — 7:30 p.m, Musicale.
Chancel Choir
Chapel Choir
Junior Choristers
Cherubs

Wesleyan Bell Ringers
Rev. Edward Passenger and Rev. Edward Heathcock

Tour of the church and refreshments in Wesley Room

Wednesday, April 28, 19656 — 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Woman’s Society of Christian Service Tea and 25th Anniver-
gary Program honoring Charter Members.

Saturday, May 1, 1965 — 6:30 p.m. Homecoming Buffet Dinner.
Music by “The Notables”—young men’s quartet.
“Miss 'n Mrs.”—ladies quartet,
Speakers: Rev, Don Warmouth
Rev, Don Winegar
Rev. John L. Francis

Sunday, May 2, 1965 — 10:00 a.m. Central Michigan
District Superintendent, Rev. Emeral Price preaching

Sunday, May 9, 1965 — 10:00 a.m.
Bishop Dwight E. Loder preaching

Reception of youth Membership Class
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100 Year History of Firg Methodist Church

Ithaca, Michigan
The Christian Chureh w

S ) 48 horn iy
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r room in Jerusalem as
The Methodist Church
o e 2 sbudy in a house in Alders-
Similarly G;‘J_a/(:tfr(n JO{]” wasley felt his heart

i p a1 Ounty owes its ecarly religious
(le;r.e]ol).m(znt M no small part to the prayers and ix;flunn(-o 5:;f od:'ln)m;fa
}3et11;3:;.)ir:] .H*nong its early seltlors, It jg worthy of note that the first
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< y @ 2 SLminister and a physician > ' hac
1864 phy » Who settled east of Ithaca

odism in this portion at leagt of G
is the parent of the Methodist chure
in the work of
duty faithfully,

The fu;st Methodist Episcopal class in the county was formed by
Dr. Sower in the southern part of North Star township in March 1855
gnd was n'amed the Belding Class. What was called the Gratiot Circuit
in Methodism was formed by the Conference of 1856 and embraced the
middle -qnd eastern part of the county. In 1867 this was divided into the
St. Louis and Ithaca circuits, Rev. E. M. Plumb was the last pastor of
the Gratiot Circuit.

vietl hes in this part of the county, and
organization and fostering care each pastor has done his

The origin of the society and subsequent building of the church
in Ithaca are due in a large part to the loyalty, hard work, and self
sacrifice of Mr, and Mrs. A, W. Russell, grandparents of the late
Mrs. C. D. Barden (Helen Russell Barden). There had been ocecasional
preaching by Rev. Larman Ferguson, the pastor of the Gratiot Circuit,

and in March 1865 during one of his visits, Mrs. Russell prevailed on
him to hold special meetings in Ithaca.

Rev. Ferguson assisted by A. W. House, a local preacher who work-
ed with him in the circuit, held meetings in the schoolhouse nightly for
four weeks. There was a fine attendance and a good religious response
resulting in more than 30 conversions to Christ.

As a result of the meetings a permanent Society was organized in
March of 1865 with the following members: Abraham and E. M. Russell,
David and Amelia Stockhouse, Mr. and Mrs. John Kinkerter, Rachel
Lane, Rev. Zerostas and Rhoda Moss and childen, Eli Hiffner and
Richard Humphry. Its meetings were held in the school house until 1867
when the Baptist Church was built. Thereafter the Methodist services
were held in the Baptist building with Sunday School and prayer meeting
in the basement.

Oddly enough these special meetings also contributed to the early
history of the Ithaca Presbyterian Church. Two of the converts were
Judge William E. Winton and his wife, who later helped organize the
Presbyterian Society and contributed one half of the $3800.00 needed
to build their first church.

When the Ithaca Circuit was formed, Rev. A. W. House became its
first pastor, serving for one year, 1868 and 1869 and for a number
of years thereafter continued as a.lof:a] pljeacher. In 1869 Rev.. S. P.
Hewitt was assigned as pastor, and it is a fine commentary on his work
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of N pratornte Che mentheraldp of (o
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" Ruseoll’n fudtl ondd cournge emrrlod e ,
proposttion, Chnd wll contreibate whal (hay w' ny,
wig adoptod and eneeled oul. Tha elyre), :,”vm
built. One of the cnrpentors win Phillp 1Mvilz, l.hlu grnnd fnthep of M/,{,’,N
Tva Allen and Mrs. vula Prosaley Willinms (M, linrly,
The church was ol wood, 30'xH0 and 227 hlgh with a towey and
bell and a gallery at the soulh and fneed Conbor Stroat with (he Ul
at the north end. 1t wus hoated by stoves with Tong plpes ranning nroy,
the room and had n wood yawrd in the rear, The wood wan usunlly do.
nated and “hees” were held pertodieally Lo eub and haal the wood 1
the church. These usually were soelnl oceaslons with the men doing he
hard work of splitting wood and the women of the church worving 4

dinner.

The church represented voal self-deninl, hard labor and davotion,
It cost about $1700.00, was completed and dodiented in 1870 with Ray,
Bangs the Presiding Blder, and Pregident Porrine of Albion Collags
officiating.

This original building, which was the first Mothodisl church In Grat.
iot County, was located on the present site and later hecame a parl of our
present fine edifice. This ecarly building presented a Hovoro fTnancial
problem as money in a pioneer farming community was seareo, In 1872
a2 house and lot just west of the church were purchaged for a parsonnge
from William Beckwith for $1500.00 with interest at 10% on the defer-
red payments. This increased the burden. Apparently this wus unsatis-
factory as it was decided the following year to dispose of the lot, It
was sold in 1874 and another property purchased. In 1877 Dr. I3 1o

1 one of the outstanding

Sower, a member of the board of trustees anc
a large part of the debt

of the early church, took care of
a mortgage for $1250.00 on Iiis own

to find that for three yenrs
was reported ns inerensing .l
question arose ns to the ]uniﬂlhl
Irec

Again (“(h'nmlnm'
Cash being searee, her
in materials and Inbor,

personalities
pressing for payment by placing

farm.
Rev. Cadwell reported in 1879 that the church had a debt of about

$2900.00. A determined drive was made to clear thig up, and with the
help of Bishop Bowman, pledges and cash were gocured to cover the
amount. The results of this drive are interesting. Pledges amounted to
$2110.00. Cash received in envelopes, $429.50; plate collections, $46.82
and $200.00 in parsonage assets were turned over. A private debl for
$35.00 was contributed; $25.00 was realized from the sale of the DBis-
hop’s pictures, and a notation in the report stated that Wilson Tyrell
agreed to pay the last $50.00.

In 1879 the church was rented to the Presbyterians for $60.00 a
year and fc_)r some time thereafter their services were held every (wo
weeks. Their children also combined with the Methodists in a union
Sunday School until the building of their own church in 1882,

Build New Parsonage

propg;-]g; bs(;iicti gf trustees, having been authorized to sell the parsonage
1880 20 - e proceedmgs to-bmld a4 new parsonage, The next year,
of lu’mberp thl;al"atlon.for fmancmg_thls operation, “five thousand feol
20 additional ‘Te outside doors, 28 pine logs that lie in the old mill yard,
peirte of e e'l‘;gf] antd~ $65.00 in c:ash”, were promised. In the Jatter
building they);rs 1e trustees were instructed to enclose a lol and start
Tuter G 1ok lwaSO;lalgle. This was just north of the church. Some time
now the Ivan Crawi?o;da};(ing],m building moved across the street, It 18
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Church Interior In 1896 With First Pipe Organ
(Looking West)

In 1885 Rev. Jacokes reported the sum of $800.00 was still unpaid
on the church debt and it was not entirely cleared up until 1890, during
the pastorate of Rev. Thomas. In 1886 Rev. Jacokes reported that “quite
a number have sought the Lord”, also that two and one half weeks of
special services were held at Allen’s school and “25 people have com-
menced the better life”’. The next year thirteen weeks of extra meetings
were held and thirty-five people were received from probation.

Rev. Thomas’ report for 1891 stated there was growth in every
department of the church; interest and membership had outgrown the
physical properties and there was need to remodel to meet the expand-
ed program. This was done at a cost of $3800.00. The north wall was
extended and the pulpit moved from the north to the west end. A large
addition was built on the east, the gallery removed, and the present
stained glass windows were inserted, some of them being gifts. Also
a wood burning furnace was installed in an excavation under the floor,
thus getting rid of the stoves and long inside pipes. The building was
rededicated on August 16, 1891.

In 1893 the present parsonage lot was purchased, and later a
strip on the east was obtained to widen the lot.

First Pipe Organ

In 1896 a pipe organ was bought from the St. Johns Methodist
Church, the transaction financed by the Ladies’ Aid Society. This was
used until 1906 when it was traded for the piano which now stands in the
front of the sanctuary.

In February of 1897 the board of trustees decided the church
needed a new bell, and with the help of the Ladies’ Aid Society, on
March 23rd decided to buy a set of three bells to be used as chimes.
They paid $435.00. There was so much difficulty in finding competent
bell ringers that the two smaller bells were sold. The remaining one
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i < to worship. The original bell was sold to the p;

il calls s 10 vt Star where it is still in use and C‘a,?’;;;eg

Ithaca under some atmospheric con'dltlons. °
In 1898 olectric lights were installed; the Epworth Les

t. During the same year the Epwm:th 1: S0

ibuted $15.00 to the cos ' ! 1
&:Eglha;ed an Epworth organ which stood in what is noy the . e
parlor until sold in the Spring of 1945. Prese,

Taylor reported that the church was entirg]

a"d jp

In 1899 Rev. . . .
com Idebt as the pipe organ was finally paid for. He listeq ({P fre.
membership as 227. In 1901 the present parsonage and harn wera‘}m':"h

ed and a garage was attached ¢, the il

The barn was later removed :
side of the parsonage and in 1964 a new fiberglas garage 4

installed. o ¢ d it .
When the Ithaca Circuit was formed, I contained a nympy, of

.ommunities. The records in 1868 mentioned Newark, Hamiltop
LS(;:u' Emerson Center and Zimmerman. Thes_e changed from t’i;;‘grth
time as meetings seemed to have been held in various schoo] p, »
In 1882 the circuit included Ithaca, Pompeii, Sickles, Belding, erl‘sﬁ:
Davis, Allen and Sowers. Most of these places eventually electeq t rgm-»
ees and erected churches. They gradually withdrew until only Ithaa;

and Allen remained in 1892. . -
The church organizations in these various (_:ommumtles were large.
ly held together by class leaders with only occasional preaching servieeg

Outstanding among these class leaders were Wm. Barstow, A. M. Shaw
J. W. Harrod and E. G. Van Deventer. The regular quarterly confer.
ence meetings were rotated among the most populous centers in the
circuit, thus helping to bind these scattered localities together.
During those early days much use was made of the local preacher.
There were always two or three of them to assist the pastor. Their
commissions were renewed from year to year and they took from the
pastor in charge much of the burden of constant traveling over poor
roads. According to the records Thomas Harrod seems to have served

in this capacity over the longest period of time.
Church Extensively Remodeled

In 1910 extensive alterations and additions to the church were
started and transformed the old wooden structure into one of the most
modern brick churches in the entire central Michigan area. In addition
to putti_ng on the brick veneer walls, the building was raised and an
excavation made for a complete basement to house Sunday School
class rooms, assembly room, kitchen and furnace room. Additional land
was bought on the west side to make possible space for a choir loft
These changes, made at a total cost of $15,000.00, were the last major
;mprovements to be undertaken for almost forty years. It is interesting
o note that the original building is included in the western part of the
present sanctuary.

- 151110 Dl‘t“;paration for remodeling the church which was dedicated

i‘Iem:v o sght members of the Official Board, at the suggestion of
¥ Dodge, offered to pay $500.00 each and later had to pa $300.00

more to raise the fl . pay

work of remod e floor, making a total of $800.00 each, to complete the

Kelly Seailmt')] E}jng}; The other members who paid were: J. N. McCall

and Dr. B G, Do arden, O. G. Tuttle, C. J. Chambers, F. L. Convis

The add ilities ai .
was able to ed facilities aided greatly in the service which the church

9 give to this community. Class rided for the
growing Sunday Sch [ v. Class rooms were provided for
building war ¥ Scthool, social and recreational needs w et. The

g was rededicated on M O e e eremion
n May 21, 1912 with elaborate ceremoniés-

oor Wae
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Du'rmn' this period of reconstruetion, services weore held in the
Adventist Church. This churceh being too small to hold the entire Sun-
(lay School, part of the classes met in Lhe Jordan home at 414 eanst
.(,en_ter St. The smaller weekday meclings of the various church organ-
izations were also held there. |

It, is unfortunate that our church records denl wo largely with
statistics that it is difficull to find its renl life. Nm’/('rl.hﬁlfl:z,ﬂ. the
church grew, both in numbers and in strength, There wan o Hf’,(de
growth in all departments, and by 1922 the membership was 424, In
1925 through a revision of the church membership, this number was
reduced to 373.

On January 14, 1923 the board of trustees bought the old church
lot north of the church from Charles Rogers for $400.00, as a possible
location for a future church house.

.In 1928 the Official Board decided to use one third of the World
Service receipts for the support of Dr. Piper, a missionary in Africa.

In 1929, after receiving a multigraph machine from Mr. and Mrs.
0. G. Tuttle as a gift to the church, the board decided to issue a weekly
parish paper.

In 1934, besides the regular church budget, $1500.00 was raised

for redecorating and reshingling the church and installing a new furn-
ace in the parsonage.

Many Memorial Gifts

During the pastorate of Rev. Slee, the church received a number
of special gifts, all of which are now listed in the New Memorial Book
of the church. When the furnace gave out just at the beginning of the
Winter season, it was decided to install an entire new heating system,
using an automatic gas furnace at a cost of $1200.00, which was paid
for jointly by O. G. Tuttle and J. L. Barden. The Ladies’ Aid Society
then attractively decorated the basement, painted the chairs and made
new curtains for the windows.

In 1941 the lot west of the church was bought for $450.00, which
amount was raised by special subscription. Later it was seeded to grass
and planted with shrubbery donated by various members of the church.
An outdoor fireplace was built for the use of the young people. This
remained in use until the Methodist Men decided to surface the area
for a better parking place and it was necessary to remove this structure.

During the pastorate of Rev. Rogers and after the death of Mrs.
Cora L. Gardner, a faithful member for many years, it was found she
had willed her home to the church. By action of the Official Board and
the trustees, the property was sold for $3500.00 and the amount of
the downpayment, $2000.00 was invested in bonds.

Observe 75th Anniversary

Rev. James A. Rogers was host pastor when First Methodist Church
observed its 75th Anniversary and Homecoming Celebration on May
6, 1945, honoring a church home which had faithfully served the com-
munity during the years 1870-1945.

The choir, string quartet and soloists presented music during the
program. Former ministers—Rev. C. L. Beebe, Rev. Alfred E. Way
and Dr. Glenn M. Frye assisted in the services. Rev. Byron A. Hahn,
District Superintendent and Bishop Raymond J. Wade also preached
sermons. The 1:00 o’clock Dinner served in the dining room and the
Buffet Supper at 6:00 o’clock were enjoyed by many former members
who returned for the occasion.

Time passed and members began to dream of the day when the
church would be blessed with a new pipe organ., The first step which
led to further changes in the church structure was taken at a board
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meeting on August 29, 1944. At that time the Pastor, R,
pointed the following committee, Fred H. Pag :

R
senger  pr.. OBerg

. . : ' @
McCall and Glenn Whitman, to investigate .the Possibiljt I‘s.l Qe(),&
making some provision for the rapidly growing musieg| Progr, Cogt of
church. M of

Unable to overcome architec_tural difficultieg Withg the
remodeling, the program was held in abeyance untij aftep the vatensiVe
Dreams Come True ar,

By January 6, 1947 these dreams had taken shape anq
of theyOfficial Board on that date a general plan of impra;)tv:mmeetink
explained by the pastor, then the Rev. Don L, Wﬂm‘muth, Wag a(Tn ), 2
The committee as appointed by Fred Passenger, chairman of the ;))Dted'
to work out all necessary details was composed of Rey, warmouth oarq
Barden, Phil Becker, Mrs. W. L. Clise, Mrs. George McCall, (e » Do
and Miss Joan Harrod. & Tafy

With the announcement in May 1947, that 0, G, Tuttle Was gio
a pipe organ to the church as a memorial to Mrs, Tuttle, the proglpzmk
program took on new life. The sum of $10,000.00 in cash, includ?led
$2000.00 from the Woman’s Society of Christian Service, besideg Ovng
$2300.00 in other memorials was soon subscribed and actual woy), :r
remodeling the church was started on July 7, 1948. n

The additions and memorials at that time not only includeq th
extension of the building to the north, which houses the chance], °Tgane
choir room and storage room, but a number of other much needed i,
provements. New chancel furnishings, pulpit, lectern, collectio Dlateg
and altar made a most beautiful setting, while new pews in the sape.
tuary, together with new carpet throughout the building createq ap at-
mosphere of worship and consecration.

The old choir loft was transformed into a ¢
parents who do not wish to bring their small babies into the sancty
during the worship service. Equipped with one way mirror glass windows
and a loud speaker, those in this room can see and hear the church
service without being visible from the main auditorium. The east room
furnished with chairs, davenports and lamps, serves as an overflow for
the main sanctuary and as a church palor.

Bishop Marshall R. Reed of the Detroit Area, and Rev. Byron A.
Hahn, District Superintendent of Big Rapids District, assisted Rev. Don
L. Warmouth, pastor of First Methodist Church in the Service of Dedi-
cation, Sunday, December 12, 1948 at 7:30 p.m. as the church accepted
the many memorials and gifts.
uring the pastorate of Re
rati

D
and Gratiot County observed Centennia] Celebrations (1855-19556) and
the ‘Flrs:t. Methodist Church coo

ry room for yge by

3 e were gay with red checked table cloths, old fash-
loned lamps and black silhouettes of people in old fashioned clothes.

loned dresses and bonnets and during the din-

e piano. Rev. Winegar requested as many mem-
% 4 nnial costumes to the morning wor-
ship service on Sunday,




the cornerstone for the new unit w
The Kingdom”, cut on the stone.

Rev. John L. Francis, local pastor, was general chairman for the
day and 1ntr0ducgd Bishop Marshall R. Reed of Detroit, who gave the
sermon and led in the cornerstone ritual. Others takir,1g part in the
program were: Rev. Leon Manning, Big Rapids District Superintendent,

Dr. .Glenn M. Frye of Jackson and Rev. Donald S, Winegar, Eaton
Rapids, both former ministers. ’

I:;i?ing ?mrtar lon the cornerstone durin
resentatives from the church school: Steven Whale ;
Michael Brien, third grade: Bennett Bosley, nurseg’; ?Te;r?:td Igfgvdri,
kinderga_rten and Ann Lake, first grade. ’

During the serv.ice held in the sanctuary preceding the corner-
stone ceremony, music was furnished by the cherub choir, directed by
Mrs. Woodrow Johnson; Junior choir under the direction of Mrs. Ed-

ward Hooper and senior choir by Mrs. Nyal Flegel, Mrs. Robert Brown
at the organ.

ith this inscription: “Of Such is

g the ceremony were rep-

* % % %

_ Ithaca Methodists marked the completion of their new educational
unit with a special Consecration Service on Sunday, September 18, 1960
at 10:00 A.M. Rev. Leon W. Manning of Big Rapids was the speaker.
The chancel and junior choirs presented musical numbers. Gaylord
Husted, Chairman of the Commission on Education presented the build-
ing for consecration.

Following the ritual led by the pastor, Rev. John L. Francis, the
building was formally opened for inspection by the church families.
People of the community were invited to the Open House from 2:00
to 4:00 in the afternoon.

The new $50,000.00 two-story addition provided, at the sanctuary
level, a series of modern class rooms, first, second and third grades, a
large kindergarten, a self contained nursery with an adjoining crib
nursery, rest rooms and storage areas. The gound floor, then partially
finished, assured the congregation of around 2,300 square feet of floor

space for future expansion. .

On Sunday October 11, 1964 First Methodist Church Ithaca, dedi-
cated their Educational Unit, several Memorials and Special Gifts to
the church, in services at 3::00 P.M. The chancel choir sang “Bless
This House”. The Building, Memorials and Special Gifts presented for
dedication, in symoblic form by the new Memorial Book, by Miss Irene
Sackett, chairman of the Memorial Committee, were accepted by Mr.
Glen Rhines, chairman of the Trustees.

Rev. John L. Francis, former pastor, during whose pastorate the
Educational unit was built and consecrated, spoke the Words of Dedi-
cation. Rev. Emeral Price, Superintendent of the Central District, con-
ducted the Dedication Service and offered the Dedicatory Prayer.

Rev. Clarence W. Hutchens, pastor of the church, followed with
the Dedication Message on “God Lives Here”, reminding us that a
building is just a reminder of the Spiritual Presence. “You must have
a place to pray before you can make the place pay. We will have a great
church as long as we allow Jesus Christ into our lives.”

Mrs. Robert Brown, organist, opened the service with the “Temple
March” by Kern and closed with “Concluding Voluntary” by Vincent.

Refreshments were served by the WSCS and Mrs. Halbert P. Har-
ris and Miss Irene Sackett presided at the attractive tea table in the
Wesley Room. . )

In his part of the program Rev. Francis reminded us that at a
Town Hall meeting of the church in 1957, a vote was taken to plan
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