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Philippians 2:12b-13 (NIV) – Continue to work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 
  

During this final series of my career as a pastor, I want to  

describe the movements of the symphony which God has  

orchestrated in my life. I will share with you my experience of 

becoming a Christian, surrendering to the Lordship of Christ, 

being filled with the Spirit, going through trials that build 

faith, leading people to Jesus, experiencing grace through  

repentance, trusting  

God through suffering, 

adjusting to God’s plans, 

and finishing the race. 

Each movement of my  

spiritual journey holds 

truth, warnings, and  

encouragement for the 

life of every believer.  

I pray that the Holy 

Spirit will speak to you 

through this series so 

that you will grow in 

your faith in Christ as I 

share with you how God 

has worked in my life. 
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Leadership Board Meeting 
The group will meet on Thursday, June 18th at 5:30 PM in the 
church basement.  As always, the meeting is open to those who 
would like to listen to the conversation. 

Small groups are a great way to build authentic relationships  
with other Christ followers and dive deeper in discipleship. If you’d 
like to take this opportunity to grow in your faith and experience 
Christian camaraderie, we encourage you to join an existing small 
group or start one of your own. Please contact  Mark Monroe  
at 989-506-7996 or Ken Gibson at 989-388-2831. 

FAITH@HOME 

Do you see a need that has gone unmet? We’re looking for a 
few outwardly-focused ministry ideas. If you have any suggestions 
for how Ithaca UMC can connect with the community to offer hope 
and purpose in Christ, please get in touch with one of the members 
of the Leadership Board:  Pastor Gary Simmons, Mark Monroe, 
Ben Bates, Jim Bowen, Joelle Gibson, Keegan Hartman, 
Glenda Konecny, Scott Merchant, and Anna Rittersdorf.  

THE MISSION FIELD 



Senior Pastor:  Gary Simmons 

Assistant to the Pastor:  Mark Monroe 

Worship Leader:  Keegan Hartman 

 

Contact Pastor Gary 

E-mail:  PastorGarySimmons@Gmail.com 

 

Questions to ask?  Announcements to make? 

E-mail:  Connect@IthacaLivingHope.org 

Phone:  989-875-4313 (Leave a Message) 

Church Office:  Currently Unstaffed 

Worship Team:  Worship@IthacaLivingHope.org 

Prayer Newsletter:  Prayer@IthacaLivingHope.org 

 

Sermons, calendar, and much more online! 

Website:  www.IthacaLivingHope.org 

FB & Insta:  @IthacaLivingHopeChurch 

YouTube:  Ithaca Living Hope Church 

STAY CONNECTED 

Children’s Church at 10:30 AM during Worship Service 

All children preschool - 6th grade are welcome. Pastor Gary will 

dismiss them to the education wing for a Christ-centered experience 

geared for them. Please retrieve your children following the service.  

 

Cry Room and Nursery Care  

Available during Sunday worship service for children 3 years 

old and under. Both are located in the education wing and the 

nursery is staffed by volunteers on a rotating schedule. If you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the nursery or if you’d like to 

volunteer, please contact Deana Schaffer at 989-576-1765. 

 

Assisted Listening System 

A “Hearing Loop” is provided in this sanctuary for the benefit of 

hearing aid users. To use this service, please switch to “T”. 

GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
God’s Story in My Life:  A Look at Significant Spiritual  
Movements in the Life of One Christ Follower 
 
The Christian life is like a symphony. A symphony has one major 
theme – a musical line that can be easily remembered and is used 
repeatedly. But nearly all symphonies have multiple movements 
with various tempos, keys, and tonalities all based on the same 
theme. These variations are what make the symphony interesting 
for listening. Some sections move at a fast tempo. Some sections 
are sweet and lyrical while other sections may be a bit sad or  
chaotic. And some movements are bold and aggressive. But the 
storyline of a good symphony always returns to the central  
foundational theme. 
  
Like a symphony, the journey of a Christ follower is not the  
monotonous repetition of the same theme. There are moments  
of excitement and celebration. Moments that are gentle and sweet. 
Moments that are sad and chaotic. And moments that are bold and 
aggressive. Yet there is one fundamental theme throughout the 
Christian life, which is the salvation of Jesus Christ. As God works 
in you in various ways to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose, be assured that every experience will point to the glory 
of Jesus Christ. 

THE FINAL SERMON SERIES 
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Pastor Gary’s final Sunday at Ithaca Living Hope Church will be 
June 23rd.  We will celebrate Gary and Bethann’s ministry after  
the worship service. 
 
Ithaca Community Vacation Bible School will be June 23rd - 27th 
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  As always, it will be held at the Ithaca 
Church of God facility.  Be sure to pre-register your child at  
IthacaVBS.MyAnswers.com. 
 
The Leadership Board is seeking volunteers for a parsonage 
work day in late June or early July. 
 
Our new pastor will begin his ministry on July 7th.  Please welcome 
Pastor Keith Lenard of Mt. Zion (La Salle, MI) Global Methodist 
Church along with his family, Wendi, Rory, Wesley, and Joel. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


