
ITHACA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Connecting with our community by  
offering hope and purpose in Christ. 

 

December 2023 

The Words of Christmas 
 
Every December, the world changes around us.  Decorations and lights 
go up in our church, home, and community. Special songs and television 
shows that have been dormant for eleven months are heard and seen 
again. Relationships that were once transparent become cloaked in the 
secrecy of the purchasing of presents.  
 
All of these changes culminate in a special day of celebration which we 
call Christmas, a day when commerce stops and many families gather  
to exchange gifts. And leading up to December 25th, we utilize a peculiar 
vocabulary of words that we don’t typically use during any other time of 
the year – words like carols, elves, merry, mistletoe, nativity, north pole, 
manger, ornaments, reindeer, Santa Clause, scrooge, sleigh bells, tinsel, 
yuletide, wise men, and many more.  
 
As we journey through December together, we will focus our attention on 
five words of Christmas that the birth of Jesus has brought into the lives 
of those who put their faith in him: Hope, the Way, Peace, Joy, and Love.  
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Small groups are a great way to build authentic relationships  
with other Christ followers and dive deeper in discipleship. If you’d 
like to take this opportunity to grow in your faith and experience 
Christian camaraderie, we encourage you to join an existing small 
group or start one of your own. Please contact  Mark Monroe  
at 989-506-7996 or Ken Gibson at 989-388-2831. 
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Senior Pastor:  Gary Simmons 

Assistant to the Pastor:  Mark Monroe 

Worship Leader:  Keegan Hartman 

 

Contact Pastor Gary 

E-mail:  PastorGarySimmons@Gmail.com 

 

Questions to ask?  Announcements to make? 

E-mail:  Connect@IthacaUMC.org 

Phone:  989-875-4313 (Leave a message) 

Church Office:  Currently Unstaffed 

Join the Prayer Chain:  Prayer@IthacaUMC.org 

 

Sermons, calendar, and much more online! 

Website:  www.IthacaUMC.org 

FB & Insta:  @IthacaUnitedMethodistChurch 

YouTube: Ithaca UMC Worship 

STAY Connected 

Children’s Church at 10:30 AM during Worship Service 

All children preschool - 6th grade are welcome. Pastor Gary will 

dismiss them to the education wing for a Christ-centered experience 

geared for them. Please retrieve your children following the service.  

 

Cry Room and Nursery Care  

Available during Sunday worship service for children 3 years 

old and under. Both are located in the education wing and the 

nursery is staffed by volunteers on a rotating schedule. If you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the nursery or if you’d like to 

volunteer, please contact Deana Schaffer at 989-576-1765. 

 

Assisted Listening System 

A “Hearing Loop” is provided in this sanctuary for the benefit of 

hearing aid users. To use this service, please switch to “T”. 

Gather for Worship 

Music Sunday 
The December 17th worship service will feature a variety of  
musical styles performed by Christ followers of all ages. 
 

New Year.  New Name.  Same God. 
January 1st, 2024 marks the day that Ithaca United Methodist 
Church will become known as Ithaca Living Hope Church.   
At the same time, like so many other similar congregations, we will 
be parting ways with the United Methodist denomination to join the 
Global Methodist Church.  As we count down to a new era as 
devoted Christ followers, let’s share how we’ve 
been blessed by this church and how we’re 
looking forward to the future.  We’ll be 
celebrating with a chili cookoff for 
lunch right after the Sunday morning 
service on December 31st.  Think 
your chili is the best?  Sign up and 
bring it with you.  Not a fan of chili?  
We will also have baked potatoes with 
plenty of toppings and sides on hand.   
Want both?  You got it.  The game room will  
also be open to keep the young and young at heart entertained. 
 

Leadership Board Meeting 
The group will meet on Thursday, January 11th, at 6:00 PM in the 
church basement.  As always, the meeting is open to those who 
would like to listen to the conversation. 
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Do you see a need that has gone unmet? We’re looking for a 
few outwardly-focused ministry ideas. If you have any suggestions 
for how Ithaca UMC can connect with the community to offer hope 
and purpose in Christ, please get in touch with one of the members 
of the Leadership Board:  Pastor Gary Simmons, Mark Monroe, 
Ben Bates, Jim Bowen, Joelle Gibson, Keegan Hartman, 
Glenda Konecny, Scott Merchant, and Anna Rittersdorf.  

The Mission Field 

Disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church 
On November 30, 2023, the Michigan Conference voted 739 to 27 
to approve disaffiliation of the second group of churches this year.  
We are one of those 120 churches totaling 16% of the Conference. 


