
ITHACA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Connecting with our community by  

offering hope and purpose in Christ. 
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An Advent Prayer  
 
     ALMIGHTY God,  
     give us grace 
     that we may cast away the works of darkness, 
     and put upon us the armour of light, 
     now in the time of this mortal life, 
     in which Thy Son Jesus Christ 
     came to visit us in great humility; 
     that in the last day, 
     when He shall come again in His glorious  
     Majesty, 
     to judge both the quick and the dead,  
     we may rise to the life immortal; 
     through him who livery and reigneth 
     with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
     now and ever. 
     Amen.  
 
     The Collect for the first Sunday in Advent, 
     Book of Common Prayer, 1662 
 
     He came the first time in weakness, 
     a tender infant born of a poor woman 
     in the manger at Bethlehem, 
     unnoticed, unhonored, and scarcely known.  
 
    He shall come the second time in royal dignity, 
    with the armies of heaven around Him, 
    to be known, recognised  
    and feared by all the people of the earth.  
 
JC Ryle, Expository Thoughts (Mark’s Gospel) 



Senior Pastor:  Gary Simmons 

Assistant to the Pastor:  Mark Monroe 

Worship Leader:  Keegan Hartman 

 

Contact Pastor Gary 

Parsonage:  989-875-3086 

E-mail:  PastorGarySimmons@Gmail.com 

 

Questions to ask?  Announcements to make? 

E-mail:  Connect@IthacaUMC.org 

Phone:  989-875-4313 (Leave a message) 

Church Office:  Currently Unstaffed 

Join the Prayer Chain:  Prayer@IthacaUMC.org 

 

Sermons, calendar, and much more online! 

Website:  www.IthacaUMC.org 

FB & Insta:  @IthacaUnitedMethodistChurch 

YouTube: Ithaca UMC Worship 

STAY Connected 

Children’s Church at 10:30 AM during Worship Service 

All children preschool - 6th grade are welcome. Pastor Gary will 

dismiss them to the education wing for a Christ-centered experience 

geared for them. Please retrieve your children following the service.  

 

Cry Room and Nursery Care  

Available during Sunday worship service for children 3 years 

old and under. Both are located in the education wing and the 

nursery is staffed by volunteers on a rotating schedule. If you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the nursery or if you’d like to 

volunteer, please contact Deana Schaffer at 989-576-1765. 

 

Assisted Listening System 

A “Hearing Loop” is provided in this sanctuary for the benefit of 

hearing aid users. To use this service, please switch to “T”. 

Gather for Worship 

Leadership Board Meeting 
Sunday, December 4th at 12:00 PM in the church basement.  
Open to anyone who would like to attend and observe the  
discussion. 
 
Christmas Music Celebration 
The December 18th worship service will feature a variety of music 
styles performed by Christ followers of all ages. 
 
Christmas Eve Service 
December  24th at 7:00 PM. 
 
Choir Practice 
Welcoming new voices to make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord every Wednesday evening at   
6:30 PM in the sanctuary. 
 
Sisters of Hope 
Women’s group meets every Thursday morning at 10:00 AM  
at Ithaca McDonald’s. 
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Do you see a need that has gone unmet? We’re looking for a 
few outwardly-focused ministry ideas. If you have any suggestions 
for how Ithaca UMC can connect with the community to offer hope 
and purpose in Christ, please get in touch with one of the members 
of the Leadership Board:  Pastor Gary Simmons, Mark Monroe, 
Ben Bates, Jim Bowen, Joelle Gibson, Keegan Hartman, 
Glenda Konecny, Scott Merchant, and Anna Rittersdorf.  

The Mission Field 

Small groups are a great way to build authentic relationships  
with other Christ followers and dive deeper in discipleship. If you’d 
like to take this opportunity to grow in your faith and experience 
Christian camaraderie, we encourage you to join an existing small 
group or start one of your own. Please contact  Mark Monroe  
at 989-506-7996 or Ken Gibson at 989-388-2831. 

FAITH@HOME 


