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THE NEXT FAITHFUL STEP 

"Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to beings 

that by nature are not gods. Now, however, that you have come to 

know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again 

to the weak and beggarly elemental spirits? How can you want to be 

enslaved to them again?" Galatians 4:8-9  

 

Christian faith has always been practical. We know this, but what  

happens when we believe in Christ, but live like He does not exist? 

Craig Groeschel has coined the term "Christian Atheist" to describe this 

phenomenon of believing like a Christian, but practicing our faith like a 

practical atheist. An Atheist is a person who believes there is no God. 

       (more inside) 

CHRISTIAN ATHEIST  Sept. 14 - Oct. 19 

Christian Atheist 
An all-church study begins on Sept 14th in our small groups and 
coincides with a six-week sermon series.  Please sign up or talk to 
Pastor Mark Monroe for study material. 



Lead Pastor:  Rev. Keith Lenard, Jr. 

Assoc. Pastor (Congregational Care):  Pastor Wendi Lenard 

Assoc. Pastor (Discipleship):  Mark Monroe 

Worship Leader:  Keegan Hartman 

 

Questions to ask?  Announcements to make? 

E-mail:  Connect@IthacaLivingHope.org 

Phone:  989-875-4313 (Leave a Message) 

Church Office:  Mondays 9 - 11 AM (Pastor Keith) 

Pastor Keith:  Pastor@IthacaLivingHope.org 

Worship Team:  Worship@IthacaLivingHope.org 

Prayer Newsletter:  Prayer@IthacaLivingHope.org 

 

Sermons, calendar, and much more online! 

Website:  www.IthacaLivingHope.org 

FB & Insta:  @IthacaLivingHopeChurch 

YouTube:  Ithaca Living Hope Church 

 

Sign up for text messaging and automated giving. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Children’s Church at 10:30 AM during Worship Service 

All children preschool - 6th grade are welcome. Pastor Keith will 

dismiss them to the education wing for a Christ-centered experience 

geared for them. Please retrieve your children following the service.  

 

Cry Room and Nursery Care  

Available during Sunday worship service for children 3 years 

old and under. Both are located in the education wing and the 

nursery is staffed by volunteers on a rotating schedule. If you have 

any questions or concerns regarding the nursery or if you’d like to 

volunteer, please contact Deana Schaffer at 989-576-1765. 

 

Assisted Listening System 

A “Hearing Loop” is provided in this sanctuary for the benefit of 

hearing aid users. To use this service, please switch to “T”. 

GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
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Sept 13  New Member Class 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

Sept 14  All-Church Study begins in small groups 

Sept 14  “ROOTS” youth group kickoff 5:00 - 6:30 PM 

Sept 15  Leadership Team Meeting at 6:30 PM 

Sept 20  Harvest Fest in Downtown Ithaca 

Sept 26  5th Quarter Youth Event at ROOTS 

Sept 28  Global Methodist Church Fall Picnic in Lansing 

Oct 5  World Communion Sunday 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

That is quite the accusation! When we read Scripture, we are able  

to see the people of God fall short of  expectations. Whether it is  

with belief, questioning why because of situational struggles, or the 

ever-present tension of holiness and happiness. It is not hard to  

realize that we live in this tension every day. We have accepted Jesus 

and decided to follow Him — now what? 

 

This series is meant to be a heart check. Are we really following  

Jesus because of what we believe and then follow Jesus practically,  

or are we really Christian Atheist? What really is an oxymoron phrase 

shows the tension we as Christians live with all the time. Are we ready 

to TRUST Jesus? Are we ready to process grief, shame, and our past 

to truly hear God speak to us as only a loving and merciful Father 

can? In this fall season of 2025, get ready to dive deeper into your life 

with God and be inspired to seek only Him.   

CHRISTIAN ATHEIST (CONTINUED) 


